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By Robert H. Estabrook 
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UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., 
Nov. 29 — The State Depart- 
ment was reported to be still 
debating today whether to 
grant a visa to Wilfred Bur- 
chett, an Australian-born jour- 
nalist f requently in Hanoi who 
now seeks to cover the United 
Nations. 

Burchett has asked to come 
to the U.N. on a Cuban pass- 
port as the representative of a 
left-wing Paris monthly maga- 
zine. Some informed sources 
think, however, that his real 
purpose may be to establish 
contact with putative officials 
of the Nixon Administration 
on behalf of North Vietnam. 

It is suggested that he may 
have been encouraged by Am- 
bassador Averell Harriman or 
other members of the Ameri- 
can negotiating team in Paris. 
This belief has been height- 
ened by reports that at one 
stage officials in Washington 
overruled a lower-level recom- 
mendation against granting 
the visa. 

There also is speculation 
that Burchett may attempt to 
be a contact man for the Viet-j 
namese National Liberation 
Front, or Vietcong. Last year 
the NLF broiached to Secre- 
tary General U Thant the pos- 
sibility of sending a represent- 
ative to the U.N. 

What has complicated mat- 
ters is the fact that Burchett 
has been billed in an adver- 
I tisement in the National 
Guardian as a speaker, along 
with H. Rap Brown and oth- 
ers, at an anti-Vietnam war 
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WILFRED BURCHETT 
. . . seeks- U.S. visa 
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I rally in Lower Manhattan on 
Dec. 5. 

This would plainly violate 
the terms of a restricted visa. 

Buchett was scheduled to 
speak today at a similar rally 
in Montreal. Upon his arrival 
yesterday he made a state- 
ment critical of the American 
position. 

His official request to the 
U.N. is to cover the organiza- 
tion for the Paris magazine 
L’Evenment for two weeks in 
early December. Some author- 
ities question, however, 
whether L’Evenement is in a 
financial position to pay the 
expenses of a special corre- 
spondent here. 

Ordinarily when the United 
Nations decides to accept a 
bona fide correspondent, the 
United States automatically 
grants a visa — although na- 
tionals of countries with 
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which the U.S. has no diplo- 
matic relations sometime^ are 
restricted to part of Manhat- 
tan. 

. Some years ago Burchett 
was indicted in Australia on 
charges growing out of his ac- 
tions during the Korean War, 
when he reported from the 
Communist side. Australian 
sources have said, however, 
that there would be no at- 
tempt to extradite him if the 
U.S. should grant his a visa.' 

In recent years Burchett is 
understood to have used 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, aS his 
headquarters. He has .often 
journeyed to Hanoi to re'port 
statements by high North Viet- 
namese officials. 

Under terms of the United 
States headquarters agree- 
ment with the United Nations, 
applications to the U.N. foF ac- 
creditation as correspondents 
are relayed' to, the U.S. for 
comment within 21 days of re- 
ceipt. The U.N. then decides 
whether to issue the accredita- 
tion. 

In practice, a serious objec- 
tion by the U.S. is usually suf- 
ficient to block accreditation. 
But some months ago the U.N. 
decided to accredit a tempo- 
rary second East German cor- 
respondent although the tl.S. 
said one was enough. A "re- 
stricted American visa was 
granted him. 

Burchett’s, intentions be- 
came known on Nov. 14 when 
he applied to the U.N. Infora- 
mation Center in Paris. He 
subsequently applied for an 
American visa at the U.S. -Em- 
bassy there. ■ 


